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Russians Ripe lor Reappraisal 


l It is proper (or the popular' 
l arts to follow, not lead, public 
; sentiment on all questions. 
I Dickens and Harriet Beecher 
Stowe didn’t really begin the 


By FRANK GETLE1N 

between the two peoples. In 
the years since that observa- 
tion was first made — by 
Europeans distrustful of both 
— the two countries have done 
nothing but get more similar, 
Industrial capitalism came to 
Russia in the form of commu- 


Viet Nam also revealed the j 
Chinese to the Russians, and ! 
they’re not any happier with ! 
the revelation than we are. ) 
Point by point, our two sepa- , 
rate courses move toward ■' 
convergence. On an increase , 
ing number of counts, the ■> 
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I ends, respectively, of unsani 
f tary prisons and human 
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[p.blic opinion on the cues- . SStoSTenrit ' toS? E?e « .the' I 

lienee It is that the lovely vast countries turned outward , nnll’for worl^pea^ 111 nfl,10n5 ’ 
| new movie, "The Russians from their sclf-preoocupation , an ^ lor w ° na ac ® i 

L " , , . , t in m it. t 'Inn It rnn n n fi 

? Are Coming, the Russians Are 

' y-l ...» It t_ __ L J nn'il.U 




Coming," does not initiate so 
j much as simply recognize a 
, shift in American opinion 
I about the Russians. They’re 
\ good guys again. 

1 The movie, is about a land- 
ing party from a Soviet 
] cuibmarine grounded off a 
} Cape Cod island. The 10-man 
j detail sets out to steal a 
; motor launch big enough to 
! pull their sub free and in the 
process sets up a red alert 


at the same time. Both be- 
came, somewhat to their 
surprise, world super-powers 
at the same time. And now, at 
the same time, both are more 
than a little fed up with the 
. job. 


The French have long 

maintained that Americans 
and Russians are equally 
barbarians, that is, non- ■ 

French. The Chinese say the 
Russians are just as imperiai- 
, 'ist as the Americans, Why not 


accept the truth in these 
independent evaluations and j 
act accordingly? 

The change in foreign aid; 
alone, after decades of being ' 
based on Sovict-American 
mutual distrust, will be worth : 
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The trouble for both is that' 
being a super-power is not a 
job you can easily quit, even 
if you didn’t apply for it in the 
first place. Hence both our., 
countries will remain reluc- 

r r _ tantly resigned to maintaining 

: among the islanders. Mutual • some degree of order in some a p th c delicacies and difficul- 

< suspicion and xenophonia are' parts of the world, even at the tj es 0 f negotiating the new ; 

' risk of offense to those who 1 alliance. *. 

prefer disorder. The new perspective thus • 

Russia and America are ’implied in the main line of ; 
both watching their allies "The Russians Are Coming ; 1 

grow restive and anxious to "the Russians Are Coming" is ', 
be done with alliance and get minor compared to the really ' 

on with their private con- shattering identity of oppo- : 

ccrns. NATO and the Warsaw s it cs revealed in the movie.;, 

Pact both show signs of The first thing you meet after i 

becoming one-nation alliances, the credit titles Is a swift 

series of lovely views of the’!' 
stern and rockbound Yankee;' 1 


pierced by isolated recogni- 
tions of common humanity, 

I World War III is narrowly . 
F averted and a new Soviet- 
( American Friendship Epoch is 
^inaugurated in old New 
' England. The picture is so 
'/ funny and 60 expertly made 
■Ik) ? that it will doubtless start a 

even 
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j good-Russian cycle 

bigger than the dumb-spy one _ V iet Nam has played a 

novMJOhsring out after saving , largc par t in this shift of , 

E the CCTA jrom serious oongres- national alliances aiid anlip- ;■ coast. Throughout the filnv 
f sionaTscrutiny. , a t],i cs . It took American at- there are constant momentary 

f. It may be doufbtcd that tention away from Europe and \ glimpses of the loveliness of j 

{ anything In the cycle to come . therefore away from Russia, New England shores just after 

? will compare with the ©rigi- -'. it reminded America that Red p ab ° r P a the gulls, the,', 

I nal Vtllt Mhrt rf’Vrlo itlQPlf Will Pkinn le on nnrfulltr Kiff nAtm. ‘ lOnClV bO0CnCS« tllC SUI"gC 01 4 j 
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nal, but the cycle itself will . China is an awfully big coun-\ lonely beaches, the surge of 4 

5 both evidence and further a try and worse in every con- breaking water over rocks. ,j 

( slowly emerging American ccivable way than Russia— ' You are constantly reminded 

l sympathy and even liking for y more suspicious, more belli-.,' “* a t there s no place like wpe 

. t, the Russians. , . cose, " more. ctusader4ype ’ : j, Cod * ' i 

Observers as early as the ' .' .Communist ready to count the * Except for California just 
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